
 
 



John BAUGHAN, aged 31, R.W. Well, a Clerk , was tried at the Oxfordshire Michaelmas Quarter Sessions held 
on 21st October,  1869, on a charge of stealing a horse at Islip on 6th September, the property of Mrs. Mary 
ALLEY . 

 
Edwin BECKLEY, Farm Bailiff for Mrs. Mary ALLEY at Islip said his job was to look after the cattle on the farm. 
Mrs. ALLEY had a bay cart horse which was put out to grass in a field at Islip adjoining the turnpike road to 
Bicester.  On Sunday 5th September, he saw the horse in the field about 5 p.m. He went into the field the 
following day about 4 p.m. and the horse was not there. The witness searched the adjoining fields but could not 
find him and the next day gave information to the Police.  Yesterday, Police Constable William JUSTICE 
showed the witness a horse at the Police Station in Bicester which was the same as the stolen one, but about 
12" of the tail had been cut off. The horse had been on the farm about 13 years and was worth about £5. 
 
Police Constable William John JUSTICE of Fritwell told the Court that he received informat ion on Monday 
afternoon last, that a warrant had been issued against John BAUGHAN for a felony committed at Charlbury and 
Enstone and that he was at Ardley. The Policeman went to the Horse & Jockey Public house at Ardley, kept by 
James ALLEN, and made enquiries.  The witness went to the stables and saw there a horse, which it was stated 
the prisoner had brought there. It was the only horse there at the time. Then the witness went into the Tap 
Room and from the description given, he believed a man there was the one against whom   the warrant was 
granted. He called him into the Bar and asked him his name and the man replied "John BAUGHAN ". When 
asked where he came from BAUGHAN said his father was a cab owner in London and he had been walking 
about the country for six months. When he was asked if he had been to Charlbury or Enstone lately, he replied 
not since April last. He was then asked if he had a horse in the stables, to which he replied "yes". He was asked 
if it was his own and he said "no". Then he was asked if it was hired or found and he said "no". BAUGHAN 
was then asked if he had stolen it and he said he had taken it from the side of the road between Islip and Fritwell. 
The Policeman told BAUGHAN that he should be taken into custody for stealing the horse and he agreed to go.  
The prisoner and the horse were brought from the stables at Ardley to the Police Station at Bicester. Yesterday, 
the Policeman showed Edwin BECKLEY the horse and he identified it as the one stolen from Mrs. ALLEY's 
field. 

 
Superintendent MOULDEN of Bicester Police Station said he asked the prisoner if he understood the charge 
against him and he said yes. BAUGHAN said he took it from a field on the road from Oxford and he thought 
he could make some money at a public house for it, and that he had travelled some hundreds of miles and he 
did it from want and that he had slept in a field between there and Islip the night before. 

 
John BAUGHAN made a statement which said "I don't deny taking the horse away but without any felonious 
intent. I had walked from Birmingham and reached the Oxford road. I wanted to go to Fewcott to endeavour 
to borrow some money. A thought struck me that if I could manage to ride over with the horse, I should not 
be refused the loan I intended to ask for. I have been out of employment for 5 months". He was found guilty 
of stealing the horse and sentenced to 12 months' imprisonment  Jackson's Oxford Joumal 23rd October 
1869; Oxon QS Mich 1869, Depositions. (Signature taken from John BAUGHAN' s deposition). 

 


